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Indianapolis, IN   46220-0775

By Mike Lingenfelter

There are lots of ways to describe an autocross to the
uninitiated, but in a nutshell it’s FUN! A handling course
is designed with a series of pylons within the confines
of a rented parking lot. Contestants drive the
prescribed course (one car at a time) as quickly as
they can, and their time to complete the course is
precisely recorded. Everyone gets several timed runs,
and only the fastest run counts. Penalites are 
assessed for knocking down pylons or not following
the prescribed course, so the key to success is 
precision as well as speed.

That’s basically how an autocross works. What’s it really like to compete in one? A novice’s first 
impression is one of facing a sea of pylons and wondering exactly where the course goes. Walking the
course a couple times before driving it dispels much of the confusion and trepidation. Driving the
course slowly during the first timed run or two will further commit the course to memory. Once 
confident on where to go, a contestant can concentrate on how quickly the car and driver can cleanly
navigate the course. Experienced

(continued on page 2)

Check out the latest event details at:
www.hoosierbmw.com
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Hamilton Southeastern
High School in Fishers,
Indiana was the 
location of another Tire
Rack Street Survival
teen driving school on
October 11th. This is
the most important
program the chapter
does, as we are saving
kid’s lives.

The event can best be summed up
with a little story of the day. Student
Sidney Wuest-Wrenn  drove all the way
from Louisville with her grandparents
in her ‘93 240 Volvo with over 216,000
miles. After a couple of laps of the
training course, the old car died. Jim
Pickrell, her in-car coach, diagnosed the problem and with help from
Jerry Reamer and some parents, the part was found and the car 
repaired. Sidney was able to complete the course.

A big thanks to all the volunteers and sponsors that make this 
terrific program possible. 
Especially Jerry and Tami Reamer,
Andy Simonson, Scott Goodyear,
Tire Rack and Allstate Insurance.
We hope to be able to increase the
number of schools in 2009. Please
think about joining in. You will not
regret it.
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contestants “study” the course as they walk it — choosing
which lines will be the quickest through the cones and 
visualizing their braking, turning and acceleration. They
often walk the course several times to commit the course
and their imagined drive through it to memory.

Yeah, yeah, yeah — but how does competing in an 
autocross feel? Like a minute-long adrenaline rush!
One moment you’re patiently waiting at the start line
rehearsing the course in your mind. The next moment
you’re driving it as fast as you can. Corners, slaloms
and zillions of pylons hurtle toward you as fast as you
can decipher them; you make snap decisions on when
and how hard to brake, turn and accelerate; your car
reacts (not always obediently) to your driving inputs;
you react to your car’s reactions. Corners, slaloms and
pylons keep coming at you. Suddenly the run is 
finished and you catch your breath while your heart
continues racing.

At a visceral level, that’s the appeal of autocrossing —
the thrill of rapid-fire sensations, decisions and
reactions. The pursuit of relative perfection, of
walking that knife-edge of speed and precision. At
a more intellectual level, autocrossing instills
safer driving skills on the street at legal speeds.
You gain confidence on how quickly and well you
and your car can react in an evasive (emergency)
driving situation. You become more alert to 
potential hazards in your peripheral vision. Your
reflexes become perceptibly sharper.

So if you like your food spicy, your colors bright,
and your music loud, then autocrossing may be
just the right driving experience for you!
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EXECUTIVE BOARD AND DIRECTORS
President: Mike Lingenfelter 317-513-0788
Vice Pres: Kirk Skaggs 317-817-0437
Secretary: Larry Clarino 317-896-9689
Treasurer: Susan Wilson 317-253-6607
Membership: Tami Reamer 317-738-2658
Driving Events: Jerry Reamer 317-738-2658
Director: Richard Johnson 317-848-7423 
Director: Ian Bryant 502-599-1991
Director: Chris Dunlap 317-328-1461
Webmaster: Ian Bryant 502-599-1991
Newsletter: Pam Clarino 317-896-9689

DEALER LIAISONS
D&R BMW North: Mike Lingenfelter 317-513-0788
D&R BMW South: Jerry Reamer 317-738-2658

CHAIRPERSONS
Chief Instructor: Neil Maller 260-456-2966 
Chief Steward: Rob Norwalk
Tech Advisor: Rick Vaughn 317-873-6632

December:
3rd Membership meeting at Brickyard Crossing. 6:30 p.m.

20th Holiday Party — Rathskeller (Indianapolis). 6:30 p.m.

January:
7th Membership meeting at Brickyard Crossing. 6:30 p.m.

17th Movie Night at TriPhase-Tech (Carmel). Eating & 
chatting 6:00-8:00 p.m. Movie starts at 8:00 p.m.

24th Chili cook-off & cards, 6:30 p.m. (See web site for 
more details.)*

February
4th Membership meeting at Sarah Fisher’s garage. *

Rockville Road,  6:30 p.m. (Check web site for details.)
7th Bowling Night (See web site for details).*

21st Progressive Dinner starting at 6:00 p.m. Details to 
come on web site.*

March:
4th Membership meeting at Brickyard Crossing. 6:30 p.m.

28th Air Force Museum — 1 day auto tour. (Check web site
for details as March approaches.)*

Tentative Indianapolis Motor Speedway Tour, 
check web site for update.

*Visit www.hoosierbmw.com for updates, additions and last minute changes.
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Greenwood, IN             07/Z4 Coupe
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The following candidates are running, in many cases unopposed,
for the positions listed below. Please vote for these individuals, 
or choose a write-in candidate. When completed, remove this 
ballot and mail to: Hoosier BMW Car Club, Inc., P.O. Box 20775, 
Indianapolis, IN 46220-07775. Also ballots can be completed and
entered at the Holiday Party.

* Subject to outcome of vote on proposed by laws amendment to make
Treasurer an appointed, non-voting member of the board.

By Jen Panich

When:
Saturday, December 20, 2008

Where:
The Rathskeller
401 East Michigan St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Just off I-65 & I 70 
Indianapolis. IN

The Rathskeller is 
reminiscent of both a 

quaint inn tucked in the Bavarian Hills and a lively beer 
hall in Munich.

Time: 6:30-7:30p.m. Appetizers
7:30p.m. Dinner
8:45p.m. Door Prizes

$30.00 Per Person. Event is limited to 90 guests. Please 
register early.

Mail your R.S.V.P. (with check payable to the Hoosier 
BMW Car Club, Inc.) to Tami Reamer :    194 East 300 South

Franklin, IN 46131
317-738-2658

Official printer of the 
Hoosier BMW Car Club Newsletter

Yet again we welcomed our new
Hoosier BMW CCA members with
a picnic at Eagle Creek Park on
September 27. It was a beautiful
day! We always seem to luck out
on the weather. Approximately 50
members attended the picnic 
including 15-20 new members.
The day brought together plenty
of good food, good conversation
and new friends. Always a great
combination! A big thanks goes
to all who attended and helped
with the event. Welcome 
new members!

The Hoosier Chapter now has logo gear available.
Shirts, jackets, and other stuff like backpacks, cases,

caps and
totes can be
ordered from
Stitches 2 at
great prices.
You can also bring
your own stuff to
them and they will 
embroider our club
logo on whatever
you want. Cost is
about 10 bucks for
the embroidery. 
Call them at 
317-271-3444, or
visit them at 
1414 Main Street,
Speedway, Indiana.

OFFICIAL BALLOT

Leadership Candidates

President �  Larry Clarino Write-In_____________

Vice President � Ian Bryant Write-In_____________

Secretary � Patrick Kiser Write-In_____________

*Treasurer � Susan Wilson Write-In_____________

Director Candidates (Only Pick 4 Directors at Large)

Director at Large � Mike Lingenfelter Write-In_____________

Director at Large � Dick Johnson Write-In_____________

Director at Large � Chris Dunlap Write-In_____________

Director at Large � Kirk Skaggs Write-In_____________

Director at Large � Paul Cashen Write-In_____________

(Driving Events) � Jerry Reamer Write-In_____________

(Membership) � Tami Reamer Write-In_____________

(Newsletter) � Pam Clarino Write-In_____________

Hoosier Tracks is an official publication of the Hoosier Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc., 
and is not in any way connected with the Bayerische Motoren Werke AG or BMW of North America, Inc.
It is provided by and for club membership only. The club assumes no liability for any of the information,
opinions or suggestions contained herein. No factory approval is implied unless specifically stated.
Modifications within the warranty period of a vehicle may void the warranty. Contents may not be 
reproduced without written permission, except by the BMW CCA and its Chapters. For more 
information, write us at news@hoosierbmw.com.

as you can see from the 

articles in this newsletter, we

hoosiers have fun! why not join

in on more of it? this is one of

the most active chapters in

bmw cca, and we pretty much

have something for everyone. 

If you are a new member or

haven’t participated in 

activities for a while, 

come join in.

this is your club. let’s 

play together.

L O G O  W E A R



Thank you for reading this, my
final President's Page. That
sounds ominous but that’s not
the case at all. I’m excited to
hand the reins over to a new
set of chapter leaders, and I’m 
hoping to serve BMW CCA in a
larger capacity (as you’ll read

in an upcoming issue of Roundel). That said, I hope to 
remain involved as a director-at-large in order to provide
counsel and continuity to our new leadership.

Our current board of directors met at length recently and
expressed a surprising degree of consensus on the club’s
future, about which you’ll hear more from our next 
president. I’ll steal some thunder to summarize our
discussion on finances. The vast majority of the board 

believes our current bank balance is near the ideal: it
buffers us from any catastrophic, unforeseen losses from
major events we choose to conduct (eg., our Rite of Spring
driving school) and enables us to make strategic 
investments to enable our club to further grow and 

2. Suspension
Stock shock absorbers will eventually result
in undesired sway as you begin cornering
more aggressively. A great suspension 
upgrade alternative to expensive 
coil-overs would be sport shocks from
companies like Koni and Bilstein, which
when coupled with lowering springs
such as Eibach’s Pro-Kit, lower the 
vehicle's center of gravity and stiffens
the ride thereby reducing body roll 
in the turns and gives the car a 
more solid secure feel at all times. 
Lowering the car this way will result
in a minimal amount of negative camber
(photo). While negative camber is desirable for many
track enthusiasts since it improves grip when cornering,
too much negative camber will cause the inside of the
tire to wear more quickly than the outside. Until you

start using 
camber plates
and a coil-over
set-up, though,
this likely won’t
be an issue.

As we close out this season of high 
performance driving events (HPDE), some Club members
no doubt are looking for ways to improve lap times as their
skill level increases. In this article we will discuss two great
ways for beginner/intermediate drivers to upgrade their
cars without breaking the bank.

1.Tires
Once you have been on the track five or six times you may
want to upgrade to a set of tires that come up to heat 

faster, and provide more grip
in hard cornering. According
to the Tire Rack, the Direzza
Sport Z1 Star Spec tread
compound helps provide
faster lap times from the start
by developing more traction
in temperate temperatures
along with consistent grip on
subsequent laps when the
tires are fully warmed up. 
Unlike R-compound tires, the
Direzza can also be used on a
daily basis, eliminating the
need for a second set of rims.
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S C O R N E R

By Mike Lingenfelter
Chapter President/Hoosier BMW CCA

Track car set-up: 
Stage 1 (beginner)
by Tim Rolfsen

T E C H  T I P S

prosper. We all agreed we should break even on a 
calendar-year basis (strategic investments aside) and that
we should do proforma budgets for specific events or 
series of events. Proactive budget planning will enable us
to break even by plan and not by accident (as we have
done in recent years). If you have specific ideas, concerns
or questions about our chapter’s financial planning, by all
means contact one or more of our board members.

As a board we also committed to nurture a new group of
volunteers to become event chairpeople. Our ability to 
offer more events and a more diverse calendar of events 
is limited by the number of event chairs we have. Our plan
to enabling more event organizers is to outline job 
descriptions, project plans and budgets, as well as pair a 
future event chair with a current event organizer. We did 
so a couple years ago with our driving school committee,
and the transition was seamless to everyone outside that
committee.

I’m heartened that our club is maturing as well as 
growing. We have continuity and consensus among our
leadership; we have financial wherewithal and a 
commitment to sustain it; we have a plan to expand our
ability to conduct more events; and we have lots of ideas
for new and additional events to enhance your experience
with the club. Sounds like a bright future to me!

Now all we need is you …

One of the premier events of the year is the Backroads to Buckhorn
tour put together by the Bluegrass Chapter. As in the past the
Hoosier, and Buckeye chapters were well represented in this cruise
through some of the most beautiful scenery in Kentucky. The
weather was absolutely gorgeous as more than thirty BMWs, a
gaggle of Minis, and two Audis
(don’t say it!) ventured out from 
Lexington to the beautiful 
Buckhorn Lake Lodge in Hazard
County Kentucky.

The day ended with a terrific dinner
and more than a little good fun at
the inn. A big thanks to Ian Bryant
for all his work in helping put 
this one together. Don’t miss
this trip next year. It is a blast!

By Larry Clarino

Our own Chris Dunlap
presents a special

award to “Chuck the
Audi Guy” at Backroads.
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Vista Graphic Communications • 7915 E. 30th Street • Indianapolis, IN 46219
Phone: (317) 898-2000 Fax: (317) 890-3426
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The following candidates are running, in many cases unopposed,
for the positions listed below. Please vote for these individuals, 
or choose a write-in candidate. When completed, remove this 
ballot and mail to: Hoosier BMW Car Club, Inc., P.O. Box 20775, 
Indianapolis, IN 46220-07775. Also ballots can be completed and
entered at the Holiday Party.

* Subject to outcome of vote on proposed by laws amendment to make
Treasurer an appointed, non-voting member of the board.

By Jen Panich

When:
Saturday, December 20, 2008

Where:
The Rathskeller
401 East Michigan St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Just off I-65 & I 70 
Indianapolis. IN

The Rathskeller is 
reminiscent of both a 

quaint inn tucked in the Bavarian Hills and a lively beer 
hall in Munich.

Time: 6:30-7:30p.m. Appetizers
7:30p.m. Dinner
8:45p.m. Door Prizes

$30.00 Per Person. Event is limited to 90 guests. Please 
register early.

Mail your R.S.V.P. (with check payable to the Hoosier 
BMW Car Club, Inc.) to Tami Reamer :    194 East 300 South

Franklin, IN 46131
317-738-2658

Official printer of the 
Hoosier BMW Car Club Newsletter

Yet again we welcomed our new
Hoosier BMW CCA members with
a picnic at Eagle Creek Park on
September 27. It was a beautiful
day! We always seem to luck out
on the weather. Approximately 50
members attended the picnic 
including 15-20 new members.
The day brought together plenty
of good food, good conversation
and new friends. Always a great
combination! A big thanks goes
to all who attended and helped
with the event. Welcome 
new members!

The Hoosier Chapter now has logo gear available.
Shirts, jackets, and other stuff like backpacks, cases,

caps and
totes can be
ordered from
Stitches 2 at
great prices.
You can also bring
your own stuff to
them and they will 
embroider our club
logo on whatever
you want. Cost is
about 10 bucks for
the embroidery. 
Call them at 
317-271-3444, or
visit them at 
1414 Main Street,
Speedway, Indiana.

OFFICIAL BALLOT

Leadership Candidates

President �  Larry Clarino Write-In_____________

Vice President � Ian Bryant Write-In_____________

Secretary � Patrick Kiser Write-In_____________

*Treasurer � Susan Wilson Write-In_____________

Director Candidates (Only Pick 4 Directors at Large)

Director at Large � Mike Lingenfelter Write-In_____________

Director at Large � Dick Johnson Write-In_____________

Director at Large � Chris Dunlap Write-In_____________

Director at Large � Kirk Skaggs Write-In_____________

Director at Large � Paul Cashen Write-In_____________

(Driving Events) � Jerry Reamer Write-In_____________

(Membership) � Tami Reamer Write-In_____________

(Newsletter) � Pam Clarino Write-In_____________

Hoosier Tracks is an official publication of the Hoosier Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America, Inc., 
and is not in any way connected with the Bayerische Motoren Werke AG or BMW of North America, Inc.
It is provided by and for club membership only. The club assumes no liability for any of the information,
opinions or suggestions contained herein. No factory approval is implied unless specifically stated.
Modifications within the warranty period of a vehicle may void the warranty. Contents may not be 
reproduced without written permission, except by the BMW CCA and its Chapters. For more 
information, write us at news@hoosierbmw.com.

as you can see from the 

articles in this newsletter, we

hoosiers have fun! why not join

in on more of it? this is one of

the most active chapters in

bmw cca, and we pretty much

have something for everyone. 

If you are a new member or

haven’t participated in 

activities for a while, 

come join in.

this is your club. let’s 

play together.

L O G O  W E A R
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contestants “study” the course as they walk it — choosing
which lines will be the quickest through the cones and 
visualizing their braking, turning and acceleration. They
often walk the course several times to commit the course
and their imagined drive through it to memory.

Yeah, yeah, yeah — but how does competing in an 
autocross feel? Like a minute-long adrenaline rush!
One moment you’re patiently waiting at the start line
rehearsing the course in your mind. The next moment
you’re driving it as fast as you can. Corners, slaloms
and zillions of pylons hurtle toward you as fast as you
can decipher them; you make snap decisions on when
and how hard to brake, turn and accelerate; your car
reacts (not always obediently) to your driving inputs;
you react to your car’s reactions. Corners, slaloms and
pylons keep coming at you. Suddenly the run is 
finished and you catch your breath while your heart
continues racing.

At a visceral level, that’s the appeal of autocrossing —
the thrill of rapid-fire sensations, decisions and
reactions. The pursuit of relative perfection, of
walking that knife-edge of speed and precision. At
a more intellectual level, autocrossing instills
safer driving skills on the street at legal speeds.
You gain confidence on how quickly and well you
and your car can react in an evasive (emergency)
driving situation. You become more alert to 
potential hazards in your peripheral vision. Your
reflexes become perceptibly sharper.

So if you like your food spicy, your colors bright,
and your music loud, then autocrossing may be
just the right driving experience for you!
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