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pound change in the cross weight”. Think about that. A
1460-pound race car and the driver can feel a three-pound
change!

Testing. It’s not fun, but it’s work that must be done.
We would like to thank Michael Crawford Motorsports, and the whole
crew for this inside look at a test day.

After a short break for lunch,
the real “go fast” work got
started. The team had the
track set up the chicane on
the main straight to simulate the very slow corners at the
USGP track. Each driver took lap after lap exploring the limits
of not only the brakes but also the gear box, driving as hard
and as deep as they could time and time again. Never let
anyone tell you testing isn’t hard work. After about a five lap
stint, each car came in and a preplanned change is made.
This maybe tires, ride height, springs, a shock change, 
anti-sway bars, front and rear, weight jacker, wings…you
get the picture. One change at a time, as each change
affects all the other things. This is the science of car set-up.

We asked Whiting just what can a good driver “feel” as far as
a change goes. “A good test driver will feel as little as a three

By Jerry Reamer
Event Chair

Visit www.hoosierbmw.com for updates additions and
last minute changes.

www.photomotiononline.com, had a great slide show of
pictures taken at the track during the day.

Sunday dawned a perfect day, cool and beautiful with clear
blue skies. Our students reported having a great time and
achieving their goal of improved driving skills, which, after
all is the goal of our schools. 

Very special thanks to our sponsors. Elephant Motorsports
for shirts and door prizes. (elephantmotorsports.com)
Vaughn Motorwerks sponsored our pre-event vehicle Tech
Inspection.  Contact Rick at (317)873-6632 for all of your car
maintenance and repair needs. Racer Parts Wholesale for
banquet door prizes. (www.racerpartswholesale.com). BBS
for banquet door prizes and credential holders. Buy BBS
wheels for your BMW and get the latest in wheel technology.

This event would not be possible without the help of many
volunteers. Once again Neil Maller did an excellent job as
our Chief Instructor and registrar, Rob Norwalk served as
Safety Steward, and Bob Stommel was Tech Steward. We
would also like to thank the following: Tami Reamer, Billy
Fulmer, Matt Martin, Lori Dunlap, Chris Dunlap, Rick Oldham,
Kirk Skaggs, Ted Kocken, Richard Johnson, Mike Lingenfelter,
Larry Wilson, and all our in car instructors.

Start planning now to attend this school next year and 
improve your skills.

The weekend of April 14th and 15th saw the continuation
of a mid-western tradition, the first driver’s school of the
year in our geographic region. The Hoosier Chapter has
hosted the Rites O’ Spring for 16 years at Putnam Park Road
Course. April can be a real crap shoot for weather, and this
year was a real doozie. On Saturday, the temperature never
cracked 40° F; there was a constant 20 mile per hour wind,
and inches of mixed precipitation. Finally at 4PM we were
bombarded by so much sleet that the track became unsafe
and was closed for the day. Darrell Brumfield, our Grid 
Marshall on Saturday, did a spectacular job, frozen and
soaked to the bone. Bob Stommel, Tech Inspector, believes
that Saturday was the worst day of weather ever experienced
at the school. Despite that, it was a great day for the 
students. As is usually the case, adverse weather accelerated
the learning curve giving them the opportunity feel car 
dynamics at low speeds. Attendance for our classroom in-
struction was higher than usual with family and friends 
seeking shelter. Chris Price and Al Pugh did a stellar job 
instructing in the classroom. Saturday evening there was a
banquet for participants and guests at the Windy Hill 
Country Club in Greencastle. The Putnam Inn catered. 
During the banquet, the event photographer PhotoMotion,

August:
1st Membership meeting at Brickyard Cossing
4th Driving Tour to Northern Illinois
11th Autocross —  Bush Stadium

September:
5th Membership meeting at Brickyard Cossing
15th Autocross — Bush Stadium
29th New Member Picnic —  Annual Event at 

Eagle Creek Park

October:
1st-7th O’Fest — Fort Worth, Texas
3rd Membership meeting at Brickyard Cossing
13th Combined Road Trip — OH/KY Chapters
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EXECUTIVE BOARD AND DIRECTORS

President: Mike Lingenfelter 317-513-0788
Vice Pres: Kirk Skaggs 317-817-0437
Secretary: Lori Dunlap 317-328-1461
Treasurer: Susan Wilson 317-253-6607
Membership: Tami Reamer 317-738-2658
Driving Events: Jerry Reamer 317-738-2658
Director: Richard Johnson 317-848-7423 
Director: Ben Younce 317-581-8897
Director: Chris Dunlap 317-328-1461
Webmaster: Barb O'Brien 317-849-3089
Newsletter: Pam Clarino 317-896-9689
DEALER LIAISONS

D&R BMW North: Mike Lingenfelter 317-513-0788
D&R BMW South: Clyde Peddycord 317-881-4704

CHAIRPERSONS
Chief Instructor: Neil Maller 260-456-2966 
Chief Steward: Rob Norwalk
Tech Advisor: Rick Vaughn 317-873-6632
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surprised if you see more creativity applied to future
newsletters, given her graphic arts background.

Late last night the Indianapolis Motor Speedway informed
the press and loyal ticketholders there will not be a 2008
U.S. Grand Prix in Indianapolis. The demise of that event (at
least for next year) also means the end of our chapter's
hosting of an F1 corral for fellow BMW CCA members from
around the country.This news is disheartening, to say the least.
Here’s just a few things we'll miss as a result: loyal guests
from chapters near and far, many of whom came every
year and became extended members of our own 
chapter…a compelling reason for our active members to
"bond" over a long weekend (by now, most volunteers 
simply "take their positions" doing whatever they've done
in years past)…raising $3,000 or so for charity during our
auction (hosted by our own "Ben & Jerry" duo of 
auctioneers)…and oh yeah, the race itself. For the dozens
and dozens of loyal corral visitors, we'll miss seeing you 
next year, which we Hoosiers hope is simply a hiatus!

Jerry Reamer ably organized the umpteenth "Rites of Spring"
driving school at Putnam Park Road Course this past April.
What those of you outside the board may not realize or 
appreciate is the financial risk the chapter assumes in 
committing to such an event. Here are just a few trends 
we face: a) more students and instructors bear the risk of 
personal property loss themselves, knowingly or otherwise,
as few insurance carriers cover losses at driving school; b)
the ranks of advanced and intermediate students has thinned
considerably over recent years; c) fixed costs have risen
steadily while overall participation has waned, meaning the
event is increasingly fortunate (and unlikely) to break even;
and d) three neighboring BMW CCA chapters now host
driving schools at the same venue. It doesn't take a rocket
scientist or mystic to predict where this is headed. On one
hand, driving schools provide the invaluable service of 
making participating members safer drivers. On the other,
we risk the chapter's financial well-being for the benefit of
fewer members by continuing to host a driving school of 
our own. If you feel passionately one way or the other
please let me know by emailing me or bending my ear at 
an upcoming chapter event.

Now lest you think all this change is for the worse, think
again. As I mentioned in the last newsletter early this spring,
our chapter is conducting events like never before. Even our
most ardent and active members cannot possibly participate
in them all, by design. The specific purpose of hosting so
many and such varied events is to appeal to new and inactive
members and to groom participants into new chapter
leaders by giving them opportunities to chair or help 
organize events. Our spring driving tour was led by Kash
Rahman, who did a fantastic job, and our chapter's 
participation in another driving tour this fall will be led by
Ian Bryant, another first-time event organizer. It's new leaders
like Kash, Ian, Pam and others who will ultimately succeed
long-serving board members like Ben, Jerry, me and others
— and keep this chapter vital, relevant and receptive to yet
other new members. After all, our chapter demographics,
needs and wants evolve, and our leadership and strategy for
serving our membership must change with it. To stagnate is
to fall into disrepair and disservice.

Everything must change; nothing stays the same.

By Mike Lingenfelter
Chapter President/Hoosier BMW CCA

"Everything must change; 
nothing stays the same."

So wrote Quincy Jones years ago in 
a soulful ballad, which seems 
particularly relevant as I write this.The
publication you're reading is compliments of a new newsletter
editor, Pam Clarino (herself and her husband recent 
transplants from the Connecticut Valley chapter); the two
major chapter events we've hosted for years may be the 
last of their series; and the national office will soon be 
under new leadership.

You more active members know that Ben Younce had 
quietly served as our chapter's newsletter editor for the 
previous six or seven years. Due to a new job of his own plus
growing family obligations, he stepped aside as we entered
2007, and Kish Swift stepped in as our new editor. Days after
she (with Ben's assistance) produced her first newsletter,
Kish's husband John suffered a near-death experience, for
which he is steadily and miraculously recovering. Needless to
say, producing a chapter newsletter hasn't been (nor should
be) on Kish's priority list as she tends to John's recuperation.
We had a promising but ultimately unproductive lead on an
interim newsletter editor, which brings us forward to the
publication you're reading now courtesy of Pam. Don't be

“What stop sign? There was a stop sign back there??”

Despite me, the drive went well! This was my first drive as a
leader, having only done two previous drives. It couldn’t be
that hard, right? Just follow the instructions and don’t get
pulled over!

Fortunately, we started with a small group — a total of 8
adults, 1 toddler, 1 dog and 5 cars. We met in Greenwood
and after a quick stop at Shell, we headed down I-65. I did
my best not to speed, especially since I didn’t have my radar
detector. Where was it? In my car…Where’s my car? At
Dreyer and Reinbold…Which would explain why I was
leading the tour in a brand new 07 Infiniti G35X with only
800 miles on the odometer (but not for long!) 

Taking Rt. 58 we headed west, enjoying mildly twisty, winding
roads, to Bedford and took a quick break. For lunch, we
enjoyed a tasty meal at the French Lick Resort and Casino,
after which we headed futher south.

We stopped at Patoka Lake for a photo break, when Don
came up to me and said,  “Wow, you just blew through that
stop sign! You didn’t even slow down!”
Me: “Stop sign?”
Don: “Yeah, you went through it at 60 mph!”
Me: “What stop sign? There was a stop sign back there??”
Don: “Yeah, I saw it at the last second, and figured since you
were leading and went through it, I’d just go through it too!”
Me:  “ Doh!”

After making a mental note to watch for stop signs, we 
continued our drive. We swung by Jasper, and then on to St.
Meinrad. St. Meinrad is home to only 1 of 9 German Catholic
monasteries in the world, where we took a short drive
around the grounds. We picked up the pace a little, 
arrived in Tell City and then drove along the Ohio river.
More twisty roads and less than casual driving brought 
us to Leavenworth for dinner ahead of schedule! 

By Kashif Rahman

By Larry Clarino
Hoosier BMW CCA

T E C H  A RT I C L E

Testing, is necessary evil in the motorsports business.

If you have never been to a private test day be prepared
for a long intense experience. Keep in mind, a bad day at
the track is better than a good day at work!

We had the opportunity to tag along with Michael 
Crawford Motorsports recently as they prepared for the
two Liberty Challenge races to be contested at the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway as a support event for 
the United States Grand Prix. This young growing team
will have 18-year-old New Zealander, Marc Williams and
20-year-old Doug Boyer from Munster Indiana, in their
two Indy Pro Series Dallaras.

For today’s test at Putnam Park Road Course, near 
Indianapolis, the goal is to set up the cars with little down
force in order to simulate the setup to be used on the
Speedway’s road course. With the longest full power blast
that the F-1 cars run on, low aero drag is vital to fast lap
times. As Crawford said, “At Indy you have to give up aero
grip on the twisty bits to be able to go as fast as possible
through turn thirteen and down the long, long, long,
straight-a-way”.

First thing on the agenda was getting Boyer comfortable
in the race car. Doug has a lot of Formula-BMW
experience, but the jump from 140hp to 450hp can be a 
little intimidating if the team and the driver are not on 
the same page. Tim Whiting, head engineer on the team,
had a carefully planned checklist to get Doug both 
comfortable and relaxed in the cockpit.

In any form of racing the key to success is communication 
between the driver and engineer. In the Pro Series there is
enough data acquisition capabilities to make this an ideal
environment for this interchange to seed and grow. This
is not a training series, but a very small step below the
Indy Car Series. It is truly big time racing. Every car control
that is available in the “big cars” is available here. Listening
to Boyer’s feedback after each run gave us a insight into
the development of this vital communication skill. Not
only was he telling Whiting how the car was handling but
he was also making suggestions on how to correct the
problem. “I am very impressed and pleased with Doug’s
feedback. It’s not often that a new driver understands
how a race car works and can explain it,” said Whiting.
“More importantly he’s right”.

continued on back page

Dinner was at the Hilltop restaurant, a nice place over-
looking the Ohio river, with beautiful views of Indiana 
and Kentucky. After a wonderful dinner, we elected to
take a more direct route home. Overall, great fun, very 
relaxing, I only missed 1 stop sign, and the my hood
stayed on the whole time (as opposed to the Rites of
Spring school, where I went home hoodless!)




